University of Oklahoma College of Law

University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons
American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899
4-14-1894

Report : Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
Part of the Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons

Recommended Citation
S. Rep. No. 329, 53d Cong., 2nd Sess. (1894)

This Senate Report is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the
Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma College of Law
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu.

SEN.A.TE.

53D OONGRESS, }

2d Session.

REPORT
{

No. 329.

IN THE SEN.A.TE OF THE UNITED ST.A.TES.

APRIL

14:, 1894.-0rdered to be printed

Mr. MITOJIELL, of Oregon, from the Committee on Claims, submitted
the following

REPORT:
[To accompany S. 217.]

The Committee on Olaims, to whom was referred the bill (S. 217) for
the relief of the heirs of James Bridger, deceased, having had the same
under consideration, beg to submit the following report:
A similar bill has been reported frequently from this committee favorably. The bill during the last Congress was accompanied by Senate
Report No. 625.
·Your committee hereby readopt sa,id report and report back. the bill
(S. 217) without amendm.eut and rec<.•mJl\end its passage.
·

JAMES BRIDGE&

Senate Report No. 625, Fifty.second Congress, flrst session.
Mr. MITOHELL, from the Committee on Claims; submitted the following

REPORT:
[To accompany S. 1198.]

Your committee, to whom was refe-rred the bill (S.1198) entitled "A
bill for the relief of James Bridger or his legal representatives," having had the same under consideration, beg t.o submit the following
report:
This claim was originally much larger than that stated in the bill,
and is for the value of alleged improvements constructed by James
Bridger at Fort Bridger, and for the rent of certain premises at that
point occupied by the United States Army and subsequently appropriated by the United States for its own use.
,
On the 14th of September, 1888 the Senate of the United States
adopted a resolution directing the Secretary of War to make a thorough
investigation of this claim. In pursuance of this resolution, S. B. Holabird, Quartermaster-General, U.S. Army, was directed by the Secretary of War t.o make the examination. On the 16th day of January,
1889, he submitted his report to the Secretary of War, of which the
following is a copy:
WAR DEPARTMENT,
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, D. C., January 16, 1889.
Sm: Referring to your communication of the 18th of September last, transmitting
Senate resolution of the 14th of that month, which directs the investigation of the
claim of James Bridger for the value of the improvements constructed by him at Fort
Bridger (and the rent of said premises by the United States Army), appropriated by
the United States for its own use, etc.1 and a report of the amount equitably due,
together with the evidence, for the consideration of the Senate, etc., I have the honor
to state tha~ in the fall of 1857 a portion of the United States Army under the com·
mand of Bng. Gen. Albert S. Johnston on what is known as the Utah or Mormon
expedition, went into camp at or near Fort Bridger, in Green River County, Utah .
. This so-called fort was a trading establishment, erected some fourteen years_previous, for the purpose of and in connection with trade with surrounding Indians.
Some thirteen log buildings were constructed forming a hollow square, and urrounded by a. solid stone wall about 18 feet high and 5 feet thick at the base. OutBide of this were outhouses, and a corral about 200 feet square, also inclosed by a
stone wall. (Exhibits 12 and 13.)
In November, 1857, the United States took possession of the premises under a. lea 6
or a~eement made on the 18th of that month between said Bridger for himself and
Loms Vasques, of the first part, and Capt. J. H. Dickerson, assistant quartermaster,
U. . Army, of the second part.
The premises covered by the lease comprised 3,893 acres, including the fort.
For the use thereof the United States agreed to pay the sum of $600 p_er annum;
but such payment was not t.o commence until Bridger established his title t.o the
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· land. The United States was to have tho privilege at any time within ten years of
purchasing the premises upon the parment of the sum of$10,000. (Exhibit 4 C.)
No rental has been paid under said lease, doubtless because Bridger never did nor
could establish his title to the premfaes. (Exhibits 4 D, 4 F, 4 G, and 4 I.) The Interior Department never "recognized any private claim in the vicinity of Fort
Bridger" (Exhibit 4 G), and a militaryreservation embracing this tract was declared
by the President in July, 1859. (Exhibit 4 I.)
The Mormon forces retired from the advance of the United States troops; but
before they retired they "burned the buildings in and around Fort Bridger," so that
when the United States took possession of the premises in question there were no
improvements thereon, except "a high, well-built, strong stone wall, inclosing a
square of 100 feet." (Exhibit 2.)
It is true that several p ersons, some twenty or thirty years after the event, state
that when Gen. Johnston arrived at Bridger there wer.e at the fort a number of loghouses and other improvements of the value of from $20,000 to $30,000. (Exhibits 6,
7, 8, 14, 15, and 19.)
These persons are unquestionably mistaken. They have probably confounded the
affairs then existing with those which existed before the destruction of the buildings
by the Mormons.
This conclusion is inevitable, because Gen. Johnston, in making his report imme- ·
diately upon taking possession of the premises, distinctly stated that the buildings ,
had been burned; and besides, he could not have overlooked, if they had existed, :fif~een or twenty buildings, particularly as shelter for troops, as winter was approachmg, and for supplies for his army were so much needed. (Exhibit 2.)
And again, Mr. Bridger would not have consented, as he did (Exhibit 4 C), to sell
to the United States for the sum of $10,000 improvements said to be of the value of
~20,000 to $30,000, and also the 3,898 acres of land whi?h h~ claimed to own, if such
Improvements existed when he e.xecuted the lease herembefore referred to.
I must, therefore, report that the improvements at Fort Bridger at the time in question which were appropriated by the United States for its own use consisted of the
solid stone wall, 18 feet high and 5 feet thick at the base, inclosing a square of 100 ,
feet. (Exhibits 2, 12, and 13.)
The wall was laid in cement (Exhibits 8 and 9) which was brought from the States
at a very great expense on account of wagon transportation of 1,200 miles. A liberal
allowance for the improvemeuts therefore should be made, and I fix the sum as both
just and generous at $6,000.
·
No sum is recommended for rental or for value of the land, because the claimant
did not own nor have any title to it (Exhibits 4 D, 4 G, and 4 I), and because t"•i.tal
was promised only when his title to it was established. (Exhibit 4 C.)
All the evidence and other papers in the case are herewith respectfully transmitted,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. B. HOLABIIm,
Qua1·termaster-General, U. S. Army.

The SECRETARY fflf'

WAR,

LIST OF EXHIBITS IN THE CLAIM OF JAMES BRIDGER, GREEN RIVER COUNTY, UTAH.,,

EXHIBIT 1.-September 14, 1888. Resolution of the United States Senate, referring
claim of James Bridger for value of improvements at Fort Bridger and for rent of
premises to U. S. Army to the Secretary of War to investigate the justice and equity ,
of claim, and to report to the Senate the amount and value of improvements, the circumstances, contracts, and agreements under which premises were taken, and the :
amounts paid and due on account of said claim.
EXHIBIT 2.-November 30, 1857. Col. A. S. Johnston, in a letter to Maj. I. MaDowell, states that before leaving Fort Supply, on Smith's Fork, the Mormons burned tha
buildings in and about the fort and destroyed the grain, and, so far as they could, the
otht:r crops. Fort Bridger, so called, is a strong, high, and well-built stone wall, inolosmg a square of 100 feet, and has been appropriated for storage of army supplies.
Two lunett s, now under construction, one on the southwest and one on the northeast
corner, will make th place defensible by a small force, and a safe place for storage.
Exnrnu 3.-D c mber 21, 1857. Capt. John H. Dickerson, assistant quartermaster,
forward .to Quartermaster-G eneral a, lease of land claimed by Bridger; states that
contract 1s so drawn that no payment is to be made until title is establi hod.
~XHlBIT 4 ~--A_u8'ust 21, 1 69. Claimant, in a letter to the Secretary of War,inqmre what di po 1t1on overnment intend to make of Fort Bridger; states that he
lea ed ~h :ti ~t. and grounds to th Government in 1857 for ten years at $600 per ann~ with pr~vilege to purchase at ixpiration of lease for $10,000; asks that rents be
remitted to him.
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ExmBIT 4 B.-January 6, 1870. Claimant, in letter to Secretary of War, states
that he rented Fort Brjdger to the Government in 1857 for a term of ten years, at the
expiration of which time Government had permission to purchase fort and grounds
for $10,000; asks what disposition is to be made concerning the matter.
Exr~rnrT 4 C.-November 15, 1857. Lease between James Bridger (for himself and
Louis Vasques), of Missouri, of the first part, and Capt. John H. Dickerson, acting
quartermaster, U.S. Army, of the second part, for ten years, of a tract of land (3,898
acres and 2 rods) in Green River County, Utah, at $600 per annum, with privilege of
purchase, at any time during the continuance of lease, for $10,000; any buildings
erected on the land by the United States to remain and descend to party of the first
part at expiration of contract. Payment of rental to begin whenever title is established. Contract to terminate three months after notification by the United States
of its intention to vacate and discontinue the lease.
EXHIBIT 4 D.-April 19 1870. Quartermaster-General Meigs reports to the Secretary of War that Mr. Brid&er has never established his title to the premises; that it
does not appear that he nas ever been paid rent therefor; that the President has
ordered a military reserve at the post.
EXHIBIT 4 E.-April 23, 1870. Judge-Advocate-General advises that Mr. Bridger
be notified to furnish proof of his title to the land; if title be found complete, Congress be appealed to for authority necessary to enable the Secretary of \Var to purchase the property or to satisfy all rents due.
EXHIBIT 4 F.-April 25, 1870. Inspector-General, U. S. Army, informs Hon. R. T.
Van Horn that whenever Mr. Bridger shall produce evidence of title to the satisfaction of the Government, the Department will carry into effect, in good faith, the
agreement made in 1857.
EXHIBIT 4 G.--December 14:, 1872. Commissioner of Land Office reports to the Adjutant-General, U.S. Army, that the Department never recognized any private claim
in the vicinity of Fort Bridger; no law exists for adjustment of such claims under
the treaty of 1848 with Mexico; the Territory not being organized at time of original
mnitary reservation, there was no way by which any other title could have been
obtained.
·
EXHIBIT 4 H.-January 12, 1878. James Bridger, in !fitter to the Secretary of
War, inquires whether the Government desires to retain possession of the property
leased by him in 1857; requests that the rent due therefor be remitted to him.
EXHIBIT 4 !.-February 8, 1878. Quartermaster-General Meigs, in report to the
Adjutant-General, states that it does not appear that Bridger has established his
title; that a military re erv-atjon was declared by the President July 14, 1879, of 500
square miles, which was r duced February 15, 1872, to 16 square miles.
Exnrnrr 4 K.-May 17, 1880. Hon. Samuel L. Sawyer asks the Secretary of War
whether certain improvements at Fort Bridger were made by Mr. Bridger at his own
expense, whether any compensation has been made to him, and any other facts bearing upon validity of claim.
ExrnBIT 4 L.-May 22, 1880. Adjutant-General, U. S. Army, reports that the records do not show by whom or at whose expense the improvements were erected;
states that the fort il:l to be reoccupied.
EXHIBIT 4 M.-June 4, 1880. Quarterma ter-General Meigs repeats the terms of
the lease; states that about $20,000 have been expended during the past sixteen
years for repairs, etc.
EXHIBIT 4 N.-January 21, 1886. The Secretary of War, in letter to the Committee on laims, United States Senate, states that no record is found of a claim of
James Bridger for improvem nts at Fort Bridger, Utah; that it appears that when
occupied by the United tates in 1 57 all the buildings in and about the fort had
be n burnt by he M rmon , and that tlie only improvement was a high, well-built,
atroog stone .. all inclo inO' a quare of about 100 feet.
Exmnr:r 5.- ct'?b r 27, 1 73.
laimant, in letter to Gen. B. F. Butler, states that
h . ~a with, and p1lo d, the army of G 11. A. S. Johnston in the so-called Utah exped1 1 n · th ~ he off r d th m h u e and shelter of Fort Bridger for the winter; that
h nt r d 1~to 1:1' writt n contract with Capt. Dickerson, as i tant quarterma ter, by
th ~erm of h1 h o rnment was to have po sea ion of the place for ten years
(r 1t the t. rm of le
a her tofore) · that hortly after the expiration of the
1
h applied to th
retary of War for information as to th intentions of the
'ov rnrn nt and w
advj d that a oon a he established hi title the Departru n w ulcl mply wi hit on ra t; tate that he wa authorized to establi h the
£ r and t~l alt ake alley by th gov rnor of Upper California; ha no paper
t . h w £ r 1 · ha had h not lea ed th pr mises to the Government he would have
r ~11 l h r o an~l h r by per£ ct hi title.
E . IIInJT .-A nl 27 1 7 . A. J. Archambault swear that he wa at the ite of
h pr ·u Fort ri_d er in _th pr~ng of 1 3, when James Bri er locat d bi ranch
or rt th,·r · tl?'.i 1 c nt me
hrrt n spa i u and sub tantial 1 g-hou 1 cona• r ct d
hea Y hewn tiru ber; the roofs and floors made of ea wed boards; roofs

JAME

5

RI GER.

covered with sods to m:i,ke them fir -pr of; th h u e formed a hollow equare in the
c~nter of the fort, and the, hol nrr unded with a trong and. S.'J lid tone wall; outEnde of the fort were six other lo<T-hou s built in the ame :manner; also strong
corrals for the protection and afe-k pin o- of hor e and cattle; claimant re ided
on the ranch for some time and claim d the premi es a hi home, and it wa conceded by every one tha,t he owned th em and held them in undi puted posses'1ion.
EXHIBIT 7.-January 20, 1 80. William T. Mack Craw swears that he knows that
James Bridger resided at Fort Brido-or with hi family for many years; that the impro:'ements thereon consisted of tllirt en hou e altogether, strono-, hewed log-houses
fortified by a stone wall 18 feet hio-h and 5 feet thick, laid in cement; also a strong
corral for stock, surrounded by a stone wall, with otl.ler outhouses, pasture fields, and
grounds, costing at least $20,000. Affiant understood that said James Bridger leased
these premises to the Government.
EXHIBIT 8.-January 21 1880. John Kiney swears that he was employed as teamster in conveying stores 'to the army of Gen. Albert S. Johnston in Utah in 1857;
rema~ned w~th the army at Fort Bridger several months; that there were on the
premises thuteen houses construted of heavy, hewn logs, plank floors, and roofs
cov~red with sods; all inclosed by a stone wall laid in cement about 18 feet high by
5 thick, having bastions at each corner and inclosing about 4,000 feet of land; also a
corral for stock about 200 by 300 feet square, likewise inclosed by a stone wall laid in
cement, together with six outhouses, also built of heavy, hewed logs; pastures and
grounds. In affiant's judgment said improvements could not have been placed th('re
at a cost of less than $20 000.
_EXHIBIT 9.-January 21, 1880. O. H.P. Rippeto swears that he is well acquainted
with claimant; that he was with the army of Gen. A. S. Johnston in 1857 as wagon
mast~r and remained with said army at Fort Bridger for ~ome time; on a~-riv3:l at the
fort found valuable improvements, which consisted o~ thHteen houses bmlt of hea~y,
hewn logs, floored with sawed planks, and cover_ed wi~h ~awed plank~ and s~ds, mclosed hy a stone wall, 18 feet hio-h and 5 feet thick, laid m cement, with bastions at
each corner, inclosing about 4 000 feet of land; also a strong corral for stock, about
2 00 by 300 feet square, inclosed in like manner by a stone wall laid in cement; together with six other outhouses and pasture and grounds; the whole improvement
could not be placed at a less value than $20,000.
EXHIBIT 10.-March 30 1880. H. T. Childs swears that he was employed at Fort
~ri~ger in 1857; that the' improvements consisted of a number of heavy log-houses,
forti:fied by a stone wall about 18 feet high, and having bastions at each corner, said
:wan inclosing a space of about 4,000 square feet; there was also a corral for stock,
mclosed by a stone wall about 10 feet high, beside several log-houses outside the
fort. The whole improvements could not have been placed there for a sum less than
$20,000.
EXHIBIT 11.-December 5, 1883, and January 9, 1884. Bill S. 380, first session,
Forpy-eighth Congress, authorizing James Bridger to commence suit ·in the Court of
91a1ms against the United States within one year after passage of act, for value of
Improvements con.structed by him at Jfort Bridger, and appropriated by the United
States.
EXHIBITS 12 AKD 13.-January 9, 1884. Committee on Claims, United States Senate, report that about 1843 claimant located upon a tract of land in Green River
County, Utah, and commenced the erection of a trading house and other buildings
and improvements ; from that date resided at post in trade with Indians until 1857;
at that time there were thirteen log houses, forming a hollow square, surrounded by
a solid stone wall, 18 feet high, 5 feet thick, laid in cement, with bastions at each
corner; outside a corral for stock 200 by 300 feet square, also inclosed by a stone wall
about 10 feet high, 2t or 3 feet thick, together with six other outhouses. In 1857 the
army of Utah, under Gen. A. S. Johnston, took possession of the premises on behalf
of the United States under a lease executed by Capt. John H. Dickerson. The United
States continued to occupy the premises from date oflease (November 8, 1857) to the
present time, and are now enlarging with a view to permanent occupancy. Claimant has never established his title to the premises, and the committee recommend
that he be permitted to go to the Court of Claims.
EXHIBIT 14.-May 17, 1880. Joseph T. S. Wright swears that in 1857 he was with
the ~rmy of Gen. A. S. Johnston, at Fort Bridger; remained there until the next June.
f'he improvements con isted of some thirteen log houses fortified by a stone wall laid
m cement, 18 fi et high and 5 feet thick, in~losing an area of about 4,000 square feet,
a strong c?rral ~00 by 300 feet square, also mclosed by a stone wall, 10 feet bjgh by
2t feet thick, with other outhouses, all costing about $20,000. Bridger died six or
seven years ago.
Exmn1T 15. ,July 12 1887. Joseph C. Irwin swears that he wa, with Gen. A.
B. John ton' arm v in 1 -7 when it r ach d Fort Bridger; that there were a number
o~ tronn-_h u AA snrrnund d by a, trong tone wall of great heio-ht and thickness
with ba8t10n.s at im"h corner, a corral for stock, similarly inclosel with a stone

wan;
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beside!! several other buildings and outhouses; thinks they were then ancl now worth
$25,000 or $30,000.
EXHIBIT 16.-December 12, 1887. Bill S. 480, Fiftieth Congress, :first session. For
relief of James Bridcrer, or his legal representatives.
EXHIBIT 17.-Charles M. Carter, attorney for claimant, states that some ten or
twelve affidavits :filed in this case before Congress were lost. They set forth that
James Bridger located in Green River County, Utah, in 1843, and built Fort Bridger,
which consists of thirteen log houses forming a hollow square, surrounded by a stone
wall, laid in cement, 18 feet high and 5 feet thick, with bastions at each corner.
Outside of the wall was a strong corral for stock, about 200 by 300 feet square, also
inclosed by a stone wall about 10 feet high by 2t or 3 feet thick, together with six
other outhouses. Bridger was prevented from establishing his title by the President
declaring the tract a, military reservation July 14, 1859, and by loss of his agreement
with the governor of Chihuahua, Mexico, who agreed to grant him about 5,000 acres
in Green River County, which included Fort Bridger, in consideration of his planting
a colony at that point. The improvements cost $20,000.
EXHIBIT 18.-C. M. Carter, attorney for claimant, in argument before Committee
on Claims, United States Senate, states that in 1843 the governor of Chihuahua promised James Bridger a grant of land in Green River County, Utah (then Mexican territory), to establish a colony, and that Bridger erected Fort Bridger, at an expense
of $20,000; that he was to plant the colony and retain possession of the country for
a term of years before receiving his title. The Mexican war changed his plans, as
the country became part of the United States. He felt easy and continued in possession until the Mormon troubles broke out, and the U. S. Army came in 1857 and
quartered in his fort. Two years later the Prnsi<lent declared the tract a military
reservation.
EXHIBIT 19.-December 7, 1888. Daniel M. Ross swears that he was well acquainted with Fort Bridger in 1857 at the time the Utah army took possession of it.
That it consisted of thirteen strong, substantial houses, surrounded by a solid stone
wall, 18 feet high and 5 feet thick, with bastions at each corner; a strong corral for
stock about 200 by 300 feet, inclosed by a stone wall about 10 feet high and 2½ or 3
feet thick. There were also other outhouses. Thinks the whole must have cost at
least $30,000.
Ex:.1:UBIT 20.-January 12, 1889. C. M. Carter, attorney, in reply to office letter,
states that it is impossible for him to obtain more definite evidence than that on file,
for the reason that James Biidger and most of his witnesses are dea.d.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

Wa&hington City, February 19, 1888.
Sm: Acknowledging receipt of your request of January 25, 1886, for copies of any
papers bearing on the lease of the site of Fort Bridger to the United States by Jamea
Bridger, I have the honor to forward copies of papers found on the files of the De,.
partment concerning the matter.
I be 17 to sugge t, in view of the frequent calls upon the Department for informat1.0n
in this case, that the accompanying papers and my letter to you dated January 211
1886 (copy herewith), may be printed.
Very respectfully,
WILLIAM

Hon. AusTIN F. PIKE,
Chairman of Committee on Claim,, Sena1',.

0.

ENDICOTT,

Secretary of War.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington. City, January ~1, 1888.
SIR: I have the ~onor to acknowledge the receipt of the communication of the
el rk f the. Committee on Claim, ?f December 21, 1885, inclo ing enate bi~l No.
2 7, Fo~y-ninth Congr_
fir t
10n, and requesting copie of paper relatrng to
th. la1m of Jam_ Bmlger for the value of improvoments erected by him at Fort
rul r, r n River Count
tab, a.ppr priatcd by the Government.
In r ply tbereto1 the Adjutant- ner 1 rt,p rts as follow :
"Tb r . rd l th · offic afford no mention of a claim of Jam Bridg r for the
v ht
~ impr v m n ?Y him r cted or constructed at Fort Bridger, Utah, and
:})~ropr1 t rl y th
01t l _ tat to its own u e.
n the c ntrary, it app ar from
r por 1!
n ral _lb rt Hln y John ton, then commanding in ·tah d ted
vembe.r , 1 7, that prior to the da.te of occu11 ation of that point by the United States
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all the buildings in and about Fort Bridger bad been burned by the Mormons, and
that all the improvements that were appropriated by the troops were a high, wellbuilt, strong stone wall, in closing a square of 100 feet. An extract from General
Johnston's report is herewith."
Very respectfully,
WILLIAM 0. ENDICOTT,
Secretary of War.
Hon. AusTIN F. PIKE,
Chatrman Committee on Claims, Senate.

EXHIBIT

2.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY 011' UTAH,

Camp Scott (near Fort Bridger, Black's Fork, G. R.), Nove1nbe1· 80, 1857.
MAJOR:
*
*
·1
The Mormons, before they retired, burned the buildings
in and about Fort Bridger, and also Fort Supply on Smith's Fork, 12 miles hence, and
destroyed the grain and, as far as they could, other crops at that place. Fort Bridger,
so called, is a high, well-built, strong stone wall, inclosing a square of 100 feet, and
has been appropriated for the stoxage of the supplies for the Army.
The addition of two lunettes, now being constructed, one on the southwest corner
and the other on the northeast corner of a stone inclosure ·adjoining the main one,
but not so high, will make it defensible by a small force and a safe place of deposit
for the public property that may be left when the army advances.

•

•

•

•

•

*

With great respect, your obedient servant,

A. S. JOHNSTON,
Colonel Second Cavalry, Coininanding.

Maj. J. McDOWELL,,
A.,aiatant A.djutant-G,neral Headquarters of the .il.rniy.

EXHIBIT

3.
CAMP SCOTT, UTAH.

December 21, 1851.

Su: I forward herewith a lease• of a tract of land claimed by James Bridger. He
bases his claim to it on some Mexican or Spanish law, somewhat similar to the preemption laws of the United States. I think it exceedingly doubtful whether his title
is good, but the contract is so drawn that no payment is to be made until he establishes his title. I have leased the property in order to prevent heavy reclamations ·
on the Government for loss or destruction of private property in case his title is
good.
There will most probably be a permanent post established in this immediate vicinity and the tract lea.sed would be essential to it for wood, grazing, and procuring hay.
I will in a few days make and forward to you a survey for a Government reserve,
embracing the timbered and grazing lands.
·
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. H. DICKE,RSON,
Captain, .il.cting .il.asistant Quartermaster.
Maj. Gen. THOS. s. JESUP,
Quartermaster-General, U.S. .il.rmy.
WAR DEPARXMENT1

·

Washington City, January £0, 1880.
Sm: At the request of C. M. Carter, attorney for James Bridger, I inclose herewith a duly certified copy of contract* with James Bridger for a tract of land upon
which Fort Bridger, Utah Territory, is situated, with copy of letter from Capt. Jno.
H. Dickerson, a sistant quartermaster, dated Camp Scott, Utah, December 21, 1857,
transmitting the said lease.
Very respectfully,
A.LEX. RAMSEY,

Hon.

Secretary of War.

s.

L. SAWYER,
House of Representativea.

* Exhibit

4 C.
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EXHIBIT

4 A.

WESTPORT, Mo., .A.ugu11t ~1, 1869.
DEAR SIR: I would most reispectfully apply to be informed what disposition the
Government of the United States intends to make of Fort Bridger, which fort and
grounds I have leased to the Government in the year 1857 for the term of ten years
at the rate of $600 per annum, with the privilege to purchase it at the expiration of
asaid lease for the sum of$10,000.
I would also respectfully apply to cause the rents accrued thereon to be remitted
tome.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
JAMES BRIDGER.

The

Fer A. WADSMAN.
SECRETARY OF WAR,

Washington, D. O.

EXHIBIT

4 B.

WESTPORT, Mo., January 6, 1870.
SIR: I have the honor to represent to you most respectfully that in the year
1857 I have leased to the Government of the United States my fort (Fort Bridger, D.
T.) at the following terms:
The lease was for a term of 10 years at the rate of $600 per annum; also that after
the expiration of said 10 years the Government may, at its rleasure, purchase said
fort and ground for the sum of $10 000. But in case the Government should not demire to make such purchase, it shall give to me peaceful possession of said fort and
grounds with all improvements thereon. I would therefore most respectfully apply
for information what disposition the Government intends to make concerning this
matter.
Hoping to be favored with an early answer, I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DEAR

JAMES BRIDGER.
ACHSMAN.

Per A.

Address, Westport post-office, Missouri.
The SECRETARY OF \VAR,
WaBhington, D. O.

w

Respectfully referred to the honorable Seeond Comptroller, U.S. Treasury, Wash•
ington, D. C., with request that he will please furnish this office with a certified copy
of the lease herein referred to, the same having been forwarded to his office by the
Quartermaster-General March 4, 1858.
.
'rhese papers to be returned.
By order Assistant Quartermaster-General.
JAMES A. EKIN,
Deputy Quartermaater-General, Brevet Brigadier-General.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE, February 16, 1870.
Respectfully returned to General J a.mes A. Ekin, Deputy Quartermaster-General,
with a copy of lease inclosed as requested.
J.M. BRODHEAD,
Ooniptrollw.
SltCOND COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, February 19, 1870.

EXHI.BIT

4 C.

Articl of agreement made and enter d into this eighteenth day of November, one
thou_an eight hundr d and fif y-s ven1 b tween James Brido-er (for him elf and
L 18 V . quez), of he tate of Mi oun, of the first part, anl' Capt. Jno. H. ick1 tant quart rm
,
ter, U. . Army, on b half of the United ta , of the
nd p rt.
1
c ~i
· m J:?,t witn . tb that he aid party of the first part, for and in con idation of proauaea her maft r made by the said party of the econd pa.rt, on behalf

A survey of land made for James Bridger, November_ 6, 1853, in the Territory of Utah and
County of Green River.
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JNO H . DICKIN ON,
Capt. and .A.. Q. M., U. S . .A..

his
JAMES X BRIDGER,

mark.
B ginnm(! at the corner (mark<'d "J" on the plat) on north side of Black's Fork 72 poles on a doe
south line from said stream, running thence due south 1,640 poles to a stone corner on east side of said
llla k's Fork (marked 11 .B" on the plat)J 160 voles from Raid stream on a dne west line; th nee dne
w t 462 rods to a stone corner (markea II R' on the flat); tlience due north 1,120 poles to a stone
CT,1er (marked II D II on the plat) on north side of Blacks Fork, (marked II J II on the plat) . Contenta,
3, ;JS a~res, 2 roods. Surveyed by John H. Hockaday.
L w15 Vaaquez, Charles La Junesse, and James B1·idger settled upon the land within site of Fort,
ae stated by Mr. Bridger.
GENERAL LAN» OFFICE, March 9, 1854.
A true copy of the original.
JOHN "\VU.SON, Oommissioner .
..&. true copy.
T. MITCHELL, Olerk.
SKCOND COMPTROLLn's OFFICE, February 18, 1870.

, Rep 329-53-2
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of the United States, leases, for a term of ten years, a tract of land consisting of
3,898 A. Q. R.) three thousand eight hundred and ninety-eigh:: acres and two roods,
situated in Green River County, Utah Territory, and is the same tract that is described
in the plat hereunto annexed and signed by the two contracting parties, which p1at
in lines, words, and figures is a true copy of the original. The said party of the first
part grants the free use of Fort Bridger, and all the timber, wood, stone, and whatever may be found above the ground or below the ground, within the limits of said
tract of land, for any purposes to which the officers of the United States Government
may wish to appropriate them.
The payments hereinafter promised to be made by the said party of the second
part, on behalf of the United States, to commence whenever and so soon as the said ·
party of the first part establishes his title to the said tract of land to the satisfaction
of the Quartermaster-General of the U.S. Army, or whenever the Attorney-General
of the United States shall pronounce the title good.
The said party of the second p art promises on behalf of the United States _to pay
to the said party of the first part the sum of six hundred dollars per annum for the
foregoing specified uses of said tract of land.
It is understood. and agreed upon by the two contracting parties that any buildings that shall have been erected by the U.S. Government on the said tract of land,
and shall remain standing at the expiration of this lease, shall descend freely and
fully to the said party of the first part.
It is further understood and agreed upon by the two contracting parties that the
United States Government, through its agents, shall have the privilege at any time
within the period of this lease of purchasing said tract of land by paying the said
party of the first part the sum of ten thousand dollars.
This contract to be null and void three months after the said party of the first part
shall have been duly notified by the Quartermaster-General of the U. S. Army, or by
his agent, that it was the intent ion of the United States Government to discontinue
the lease of said tract of land.
In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and affixed our seals this day
and year first above written.
his
JAMES X BRIDGER.
mark.
JNO. H , DICKERSON,

[SE.AL,]

Captain and .Assistant Q·uarterma,ter1 U. S. ~rmy.

In presence ofA. T. A. TORBERT,
Second Lieutenant Fifth Infantry, U. S . .Army.
CHA.a. D. SCHMIDT,
Ole1·k, (Juarternia,ter'a Department,

EXHIBIT

4 D.

Respectfully returned to the honorable Secretary of War, together with copy of the
lease herein referred to.
Mr. Bridger has never established his title to the premises.
It does not appear from the records of this office that the tract of land was ever
taken up on any officer's Form 2, or that rent has ever been paid therefor under said
lease.
A military reservation at this post was ordered by the President July 14, 1859.
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartm·master-General, Brevel Major-General, U.S.""1rm1J.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

.April 191 1870.

Brief of James Bridger, Westport, Mo., relating to a lease of property to the Gov•
ernment, etc.
Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War with the request for such informa,.
tion as may enable me to answer properly the within inquiries, etc.
B. T. VAN HORN.
HOUSE OF REPREsE·:~T.ATIVE ,

..4.pril £1, 1870.
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EXHIBIT

4 E.

[Indorsement.)
WAR DEPARTMENT,
BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE,

April 23, 1870.
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War.
.
It can only be advised in this case that Mr. Bridger (who represents himself as
ignorant of the intentions of the Government in rega rd to this property) shall be
forthwith notified to furnish an exhibit of his title to the land (as required in the
lease as a condition precedent to his receiving payments of rent therefor), with the
understa,ucling that, upon his title being approw,l. as perfect by the Attorney-General,
the executive department of the Government will, if authorized by Congress, proceed
to complete the transaction.
It i:!l'further recommended, therefore, that such proof of title as is furnished by
Bridger be submitted at once to the Attorney-General for his opinion; n.nd further,
that if the title be found complete, Congress be appeale<l to for the authority necessary to enable the Secretary of War to purchase the property; or, if the purchase is
not proposed, for an appropriation of a sufficient amount to satisfy all rents which
inay be due to Bridger under the lease.
J, HOLT,

Judge-Advocate- General.

EXHIBIT

4 F.
WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington City, April 25, 1870.
Sm: The Secretary of War directs me to return to you the accompanying letter of
James Bridger, esq., of Missouri, relative to the l~ase of :Fort Bridger, Dak., and to
inform you that whenever, as required by the agreement between himself and the
United States./ Mr. Bridger shall produce evidence of his title to the site of that military post, ana the Attorney-General of the United States shall declare the title so
exhibited to be perfect, this Department will be prepar_e d to carry into effect, in good
faith, the agreement made with Mr. Bridger by the military authorities in the year
1857.
Very respectfully, etc.,

ED. SCHRIVER,
I-m1pector-Generai.

Hon. R. T. VAN

HORN,

Member of Congres,.

EXHIBIT

4 G.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL

LA.ND

0FFICE1

Washington, D. O., December 14, 1871.
Sm: I am in receipt, by reference from you the 12th instant, of a letter from Henry
N. Blake, attorney, to the honorable Secretary of War, dated 30th October last, inquiring if the United States ever leased :Fort Bridger, Utah, for twenty years or any
other term from William C. Brown.
In r ply I have to state that there is nothing on file in this office showing that any
lea
fFort Bridger, or any part thereof, was ever made with Mr. Brown, his name
not ven appearing in a plat of survey filed in this office in 1854 by James Bridger,
who laim din accordanc with aid private survey executed by J.M. Hockaday.
This offic has _never recogniz :I. any private claim in the vicinity of :Fort Bridger.
hoold any claun have existed in that locality under the treaty of 1848 with Mexico
ther i no law for th ir ad,jn tment.
o knowledge of any such claim has ever been presented to this office.
The T rritory not eing organiz d at the ti.me of the original military reservation,
th re was no way by which any other title could have been obtained.
M.r. B.' 1 t
h rewith r urned.
Very re pectfully, your ob dient servant,
WILLIB DRUMMOND,
Oommiasioner.
A<ljutant-Genera.l E. D. Tow 'SEND, U. S . .Axmy.
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EXHIBIT

4 H.

Mo.,
January 12, 1878.
SIR: I would most respectfully apply to be informed of the intention of our Government in r egard to m y property, Fort Bridger, Wyo., which I leased to said Government in t h e year 1857 for a term of years, a copy of such lease being on file in yolll'
Department. I desire to be informed whether our Government wishes. to continue
possession t h ereof; and, if so, I should be pleas~d to have the rent due thereon, and
now in arr ear, remitted to me as soon as practicable.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
NEW SANTA

FE,

JACKSON COUNTY,

JAMES BRIDGER.

The

SECRET.ARY OF WAR,

Washington, D. C.
{First indorsement.J
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, January 25, 1878,
Respectfully referred to the Quartermaster-General -for· such information as the
records of his office afford,
E. D. TOWNSEND,
..fidjutant-General.

EXHIBIT4

I.

(Second indorsement.J
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

,
_
_ Washington, Fe_brua1·y 8, 1878.
Respectfully returned to the Adjutant-General of the Army, together with such
papers connected with the reserve as are on file here.
- The lease referred to, made on the 18th November, 1857, between .James Bridger
and Capt. J. H. Dickerson, assistant quartermaster, after an extended search, has
been discovered, and is herewith.
· It will be observed that Captain Dickerson in his report of December 21, 1857, re~~rks that Mr. Bridger bases .his claim upon some Mexican or Spanish law, but that
it 1s exceedingly doubtful whether his title is good, and :that.the contract is so drawn
that no payment is to be made until he establishes his title, and that he has leased
the property in order to prevent heavy reclamations on the Government for losses or
destruction of private property in case his title is good.
It does not appear that he has ever established his title, for a military reservation
was duly declared by the President July 14, 1859, embracing an area of 500 square
miles, which was reduced February 15, 1872, to 16 square miles.
It will be observed that the Commissioner of the General Land Office, December
14, 1872, advised the Adjutant General that"This office has never recognized any private claim in the vicinity of Fort Bridger.
"Should any claim have existed in that locality under the treaty of 1848 with
Mexico there is no law for their adjustment.
"The Territory not havin~ been organized at the time of the original military reservation, there was no way oy which any other title could have been obtained."
The return of such of the papers as belong to the files of this office is requested,
after having served their purpose.
·
M.C. MEIGS,
(Juartermaster- General, Brevet Major-General, U. S. Army.
[Third indorsement.]
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washtngton, February 14, 1878,
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War, inviting attention to preceding indorsements and accompanying papers, including the lea e in question, made November 18, 1857, betw n Jam s Brid r and Capt. J. H. Dickerson, assistant quarterruaster, found in the office of the uarterma tar-General.
E. D. TOWN END,
.Adjutant-General.
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EXHIBIT

4 K.
HOUSE OJ' REPRESENTATIVES,

Washington, D. O., May 17, 1880.

Sm: A claim of James Bridger, now residing in JacJi;son County, Mo., for $10,000,
as compensation for the ase and o~cupation, by a portion of the U. S. A1;my, of ~ort
Bridcrer from 1857 to the present time, has been referred to me by the chairman of the
Com~ittee (}louse of Representatives) on Claims for examination and report to ~he
full committee. I inclose an affidavit of E. H. Rippeto as a sample of many which
have been filed. Referring to the original contract of lease by the Government with
Mr. Bridger (a copy of which I find with the papers), dated November 18, 1857, now
on :file in your Department, I will be pleased to learn whether the improvements meµtioned in the affidavit of Mr. Rippeto were erected by Mr. Bridger at his own expense; whether any compensation has been made to him, and any other facts in the
possession of the Department which have a bearing upon the validity of his claim.
Please return with answer the inclosed affidavit.
Very respectfully,
Sill'L.

Bon. A.LEx. RAMSEY,
8ecretar11 of War.

EXHIBIT

L. SAWYER.

4 L.

[First indorsement.]
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, May 22, 1880.
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War, with papers from the files of this

office relating to the claim of Mr. James Bridger, and invitin~ attention to War Department letter to him dated February 21, 1878, from which 1t will be seen that at
that time the Department did not recognize his claim to ownership or rent of Fort
Bridger.
Nothing appears of record here to show by whom or at whose expense the improvments mentioned in the within affidavit of Mr. Rippeto were erected. The records of
the Quartermaster-General's office, where the original lease is filed, may furnish additional information upon this point; also as to wbether or not any compensation has
ever been made to Mr. Bridger in the matter.
·
In this connection it is remarked that Fort Bridger, which has not been garrisoned
for some time, ia to be reoccupied.
R. c. DRUM,

Asaiatanl .d.djutant-GeneraJ.

ExmBIT 4 M.
[Second indoreement.]
QUARTERMA.STER-GE1'"ERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, June 4, 1880.
Respectfully returned to the honorable Secretary of War.
The lease made by Captain Dickerson, on November 18, 1857: was to run for ten
year , at - per month, and covered 3,898 acres of land, Mr. Bridger granting the free
use of Fort ridger and all the timber, wood, stone, and whatever might be found
above or below the ground within the li!I!its of said tract of land for any purposes
for which the officer of the United tates Government might wish to appropriate
them· payment of rent to comm nee when his title was establi hed to satisfaction of
Quart rm t r- eneral or Attorney-General.
It wa further agreed that any bllildings that should be erected by the United
Stat on the ai tract of land and should remain standing at the expiration of this
lea e honld d cen fully to said Bridger.
The ~oney acconn of Captain Dickerson, on file at the Treasury, will show wha.t
exp n _1tu.re , if any were inc~rred for heltering the troops at that time.
It will b o rv fr m my mdor ment of February 8, 1878, herewith, that I repo
tha Mr. ridg r had never e t bli hed his titl , but, on the contrary, that
r i<lent decl r d a milita r erv, ti n July 14, 1 59 anclthatthe Gen ral Land
0 ~ h d never recognized any private claim in the vicinity of Fort Bridger, and
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further, that should any claim have existed in that locality tz.nder the treaty of 184.8
with Mexico, there was no law for their adjustment, etc,
A full description of existin<Y buildings at the post will be found printed on page ·
217, "Outline description of United States military posts and stations, 1872," and on ·
page 217, Surgeon-General's circular (8) of 1875.
The records show that upon these buildings the Quartermaster's Department has
expended during the last sixteen years, for repairs, etc., about $20,000.
M. C. MEIGS,
<Juartermaster-General, Brevet Major-General, U. S • .Army.

EXHIBIT

4 N.
WAR DEPARTMENT,

· Washington City, June 9, 1880.
Sm: In reply to your letter of the 17th ultimo, requesting information relative to
the claim of James Brido·er of Jackson County, Mo., for compensation for alleged
use and occupation by U~ited States troops of Fort.Bridger, Wfo., since Novemb~r,
ltl57, I have the honor to inform you that Mr. Bndger was, .E ebru!i1'ry 21, 1~78, m!ormed that his .failure to establish his title to the property in question, previous to
its being embraced in a military reservation, precluded the Secretary of War from
recognizing his claim to ownership or rent.
·
-A copy of.a report of the Quartermaster-General is herewith inclosed, which embraces all the information in relation to this claim in the possession of this Department and its bureaus.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEX. RAMSEY,

Secretary of War,
. Hon. SAMUEL L. SAWYER,
Committee on Claims, House of Representatives.
The affidavit of O. H. P. Rippeto is returned herewith, as requestell -

EXIHBIT

5.

NEAR NEW SANT.A. FE, JACKSON _Cou~,

;Mo.,
October 2'7, 1873.
DEAR GENERAL: With the advice of some of my friends, and having myself every
conceivabl~ confidence in your ability and sense of justice, I would most respectfully
beg leave to address you with the view .of soliciting your valuable influence and assistance in the prosecution of my rightful claim against our Government regarding
my property, Fort BridgAr, Wyo., begging that yon wiH.have th~ 1=c(ndness ~o undertake the prosecution and collection of said claim in the manner •you may deem best.
: You are probably aware that I am one of the earliest and oldest explorers and trappers of the Great West now alive. Many years prior to the Mexican war, the time
Fort Bridger, with adjoi1•ing Territories, became the property of the United States,
and for ten years thereafter (1857), I was in peaceable possession of my old tracling
post, Fort Bridger, occupied it as such, and resided thereat, a fact well known to the
Government as well as the public in general.
Shortly before the so-called Utah expedition, and before the Government troops under General S. A. Johnston arrived near Salt Lake City, I was robbed, and threatened
with death, by the Mormons, by the direction of Brigham Young, of all my merchandise, tock-in fact ofeverythin~ I possessed, amounting to more than $100,000 wortht? buildings in the fort partially destroyed by fire, and I barely escaped with my
life.
I was with and piloted the army under said General Johnston out there, and si.nce
on the approach of winter no convenient sh lter for the troops and stock could be
found in the vicinity of Salt Lake, I tendered to them my so-called fort (Fort
Br~dger), with th adjoining h lter, affording ralley for winter quarters. My offer
bemg ace pted, a written contract was entered into between myself and Captain Dickerson of th quart rma ter department, in behalf of the United States, approved by
General . -A· J_ohn ton, and mor , so igned by various officer on the general's staff,
such a faJ_. Fitz-John Porter· r . faddi on, ifills, a.ad Bailey; Lieutenant Rich,
Colon 1 :W 1 ht, and other a C?P of "Yhich · now on file in the War Department
at Wa bin t n. I 1 o wa furn1 hed with a copy thereof, which was unforlUJ1a,tely
d stroyed dui-ing the war.
.
•RP• .l-6~
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But the following were the terms agreed upon in said contract:
The Government was to have possession of said fort and grounds for a term of teu .
years, paying therefor as rent $600 per annum; and it w3:s also stip?3-ated that shoul~
at the expiration of said ten years, the Government desire to retam or purch3:se said.
fort and grounds, it was at liberty to do so by paying me the sum of $10,000 m gold
outside of the yearly rents.
Shortly after the expiration of the term of said lease I applied to the Secretary of .
War for information in regard to the intention of the Government in regard to my
fort, whether they intended to ke~p or retain it, and also for the rent due 1?1-e and remaining unpaid. In reply I was mformed that whenever I could establish to the
satisfaction of the War Department my title to said fort and grounds Departmeni
would comply with its contract.
Now although I was authorized to establish my fort there and settle Salt Lake
Valley by the governor of Upper California, I have no proper papers to show therefor.
But I would respectfully call your attention to the fact that, had I not leased the
premises in good faith to the Government, I would now reside thereon, and would
surely by this time have perfected my title thereto under the several acts of Congress since passed, from which I was prevented by the Government keeping me out
of possession thereof.
Further, I desire to state that the premises were surveyed and located by John M.
Hockaday, a Government surveyor; but as it appears the latter had resigned as such,
though I do not know whether his resignation was accepted before or after said survey. A copy of said survey is now on :file in the surveyor-general's office in Washington.
It is my belief that I could have then easily obtained a pateJJ.t for said land had I
applied for the same, but owing to the fact that I was all my life out in the mountains, and consequently ignorant what steps were required to be taken to perfect my
title to the premises.
I am now getting old and feeble, and am a poor man, and consequently unable to
prosecute my claim as it probably should be done. For that reason I respectfully
apply to you, with the -desire of intrusting the matter into your hands, authorizing
you, for me, to use such means ail you deem proper for the successful prosecution of
this claim. I would further state that I have been strictly loyal during the late rebellion, and during the most of the time in the war in the employment of the Government. Trusting confidently that you will do me the favor of taking the matter
in hand or furnish me with your advice in regard to the matter,
I have the honor, general, to be your moit obedient servant.z.
.I.AlmS BRIDGKB.

General B. F. BUTLER,

United State, Senator.

EXHIBIT

6.

of Saint Louis, 88:
Be it remembered tha.t on this 27th day of April, A. D. 1878, personally appeare4
before the undersigned, a notary public within and for the city and State aforesaid.
who was qualified as such on the 28th day of November, A. D. 1874, and w.nose commission expires on the 4th day of November, in the year 1878, August Archambault,
who is known to me to b e the p erson he represents himself to be, and upon be1ng duly&worn by m ays, that he is p rsonally well acquainted with Jamts Bridger, the
Western pion er and trader, and has known him a long time as an honest and uprighi
man; that affiant has b n employed by tb.e company of which James Bridger wad a
partner as a hunter and trapper. Affiant was, in the spring of the year 184.3, with
said Jam s Bridger at the site of the pr sent Fort Bridger, on Blacks Fork, in Green
Riv r Valley, now in Wyoming Territory, when he, the said James Bridger, located
his ran h or fort there, and r mained there during the whole time it took to build it.
aid r nch or fort contain d thirte n spacious and substantial log-houses, constructed
out of heavy-hewed timber, which had to be hauled from some distance; the roof
and floors were made out of saw d board , which were sawed out with whip-saws;
the roofs w re a.I.so covered with od to r nd r them :fireproof, and the hou es were
ao located a to form a holl w square in the center of said fort, :ind the whole was
IJUI'round by a stone wall strong and solid; outside of such fort were six other log
ho
1 uilt in the ame manner and of the same material./ and were used as stables
and. tn r urp
· 1? ides th e there w r trong corralB or inclosurea for the p_rot b .n :1
_a£ k pmg of h r
and cattle. All these improvements were, owmg
to :n ting circumstan
, v ry co tly and xpen ive.
A.filant further aa.ya that MI. Ja.mes Bridge? resided a\ sa.id ranch or fort for •
STA.TE 011' MlBBOURI, City
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number of years, and done a general trading business with Indians, trappers, and
emigrants to Oregon and Cali fornia; t hat he claimed the premises as his home and
only home, and to a :ffiant's best knowledge and belief had no other home at that
time; that t h e said James Bridger lived there with his family, and it was generally
conceded by everybody that he owned said premises, and h eld them in undisputed
p ossession.
A:ffiant further says that he is not related to James Bridger, and has no interest ill
any of his claims whatsoever.

A. J.

ARCHAMBAULT.

Sworn and subscribed to before me the year and day first above written.
my hand a nd notarial seal at office.
[ SEAL. ]

Witness

JULIUS CONRAD,

. Notary Piiblic•
. And I d o furthermore certify that I am not related to James Bridger, and have no ·
mterest in t his claim whatsoever.
JULIUS CONRAD

Notary Public.

EXHIBIT

7,

County of Jackson, as:
I, William T. Mack Craw, of the county of Jackson, i_n the State of Missouri,. upon
oath state that I am well acquainted with James Bridger, lately of Fort Bridger,
W1oming Territory, and now of Jackson County, Missouri; that I know that the
said James Bridger resided at said Fort Bridger, with his family as his home for many
ye'.1r s; t hat his said improvements thereon consisted as n~arly as I can remembe!', ?f
thirteen houses, altogether; strong hewed log houses, fortified by a stone wall; laid m
cement, 18 feet high and 5 feet thick, encompassing an area of about 4,000 square ,
feet, also a strong corral 200 by 300 feet square, used for stock, inciosed by a stone
wall 10 feet high and 2½ or 3 feet thick, with other outhouses, pasture, field, and
grounds, costing an outlay of at least $20,000, considering the price of labor and the
remote distance from the civilized world at the time.
·
I also understand that the said James Bridger had leased said fort and premises in
the fall of the year 1857 to our Government, for a term of ten years, at the annual
r ent of $600 in gold, and that it was also agreed in said written contract that at the
expiration of said term of ten years the Government co11ld, at its option, purchase
said fort and premises for the sum of $10,000, or return the same to its owner, with
all improvements thereupon. And I further state that I am not in the least interested in this or any other claim of said James Bridger.
STATE OF MISSOURI,

his
WILLLUI T. X MACK Cu w.

mark.

Signed in the presence ofA.

WACHSMAN.

W. W.

GRIFFITH.

County of Jackson:
Personally appeared before the undersi~ed, a notary public for a,nd within the
State and county aforesaid, who was quahfied as such February 24, 1879, and whose
commission expires February 24, 1883, William T. Mack Craw, who, being duly sworn,
says the for egoing statements are true and correct to the best of his knowledge and
belief.
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 20th day of January, 1880.
S TATE OF :Missou1u,

.A..

E XHIBIT

WACHSMAN,

Notary Public.

8.

County of Jackson, as :
I, John Kfon ey, of the county of J ackson, in the State of Missouri, upon oath state
that I am w 11 acquainted with J ames Bridger., formerly of F ort Bridger, in Wyoming
Terr~tory, but_ now r iding in this county ana tate ; that I was employed as a teamst r m conv ymg tor
the army of Ufah, under the command of General Albert
S. Jolin ton in the year 1 57; that I remained wi th said army for a:nu.mber of month.a
at Fort Bridg er.
STATE OF MI SOURI,
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That it was generally known and understood by all connected w: th sail ar1:0y, and
I do believe, that the said James Bridger did rent or lease his property or premises
called Fort Bridger to our Government for a term of years aul for a stiplllated sum,
to be paid to him annually.
'l'hat there were valuable improvements upon said premises upon our arrival there,
made by the said James Bridger, which to the best of my recollection consisted in
thirteen houses, constructed out of heavy hewed logs, plank floors, and plank roofs,
covered with earth and sod, which were inclosed by a stone wall, laid in cement,
about 18 feet high by 5 feet thick, having bastions at each corner, and inclosing about
4,000 square feet of ground.
Also a corral for stock, about 200 by 300 feet square, likewise inclosed by a stone
wall, laid in cement, about 10 feet high and 2-½ or 3 feet thick, together with six outhouses, also built of heavy hewed logs; pastures and grounds.
In my judgment the above-named improvements on said premises could not at that
time be placed there at a cost of less than $20,000.
I am also convinced that our Government derived great benefit by leasing said premises, since it afforded shelter for the Government stores, to the troops and p.coperty,
which otherwise would have been destroyed, and caused great suffering, if not destruction, to said army.
··
And that to the best of my knowledge the said James Bridger has not received any
payment on account of said lease or rent of said premises, and that the Government
has continued to occupy said premises up to the present date.
And I do furthermore state that I am not interested whatsoever in the claim of .said
James Bridger,
JOHN KINEY,
STATE OF MISSOURI,

County of JackBon,

83:

Personally appeared before the undersigned, a notary public within and for the
Sta1.1-e and county aforesaid, who was qualified as such February 24, 1879, and whose
commission expires February 24,1883, John Kinney, who is personally known to me,
and who, being duly sworn, upon his oath says that the foregoing statement is correct
and true, to the best of bis know ledge and belief.
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 21st day of January, 1880.
[SEAL,]
A. WACHSMAN,
Nota1·y Public,

EXHIBIT

9.

or any other
0. H. P.

RIPPETO.
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Gou,nty of Jackson, 88:
,
Personally appeared before the undersjgned, a notary public for !ind within the
State and county aforesaid, who was qua,l ified as such February the 24-tb, 1879, and
whose commission expires February 24, 1883, 0. H.P. Rippeto, who is personally
known to me, and who, being duly sworn, upon his oath says that the foregoing statement is correct and true to the best of ms knowledge and belief.
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 21st day of January, 1880.
STATE OF MISSOURI,

[BE.AL.]

·

A. W.ACHSM.AN,

Notary Publio..

EXHIBIT

INDIAN TERRITORY, Choctaw Nation,

10,

88 :

I, Henry T. Chiles, of the Cmckasaw Nation in Indian Territory, npon oath sta:te:
That I am well acquainted with James Bridger, formerly of Fort Bridger, in Wyoming
!erritory, but now residing in Jackson County, Mo.; that I was at Fort Bridger
m about the year 1857, carrying stores to said fort; that I always understood, and
~o believe, that the said James Bridger did rent or leas~ for a term of years his premises, called Fort Bridger, to the Government of the Uruted States; that there were
valuabl e improvements at said Fort Bridger, consisting, as nearly as I can remember,
~f a number of heavy log houses, fortified by a stone wall about18 feet high andhavmg bastions on each corner, said wall e?compassing a space of about 4,oqo sq1;tare
feet. There wa,s also a corral for stock rnclosed by a stone wall about 10 feet high,
and about 300 b:v 200 feet long, besides several log houses outside the fort itself.
'l'he whole improvements, owing to the remoteness from civilization andhighprice
of labor out there at that time, could not have been placed there for a sum of less
than $2(\,000.
That to the best of my knowledge be (Mr. Bridger) has not received payment for
any part thereof, and that the Government has continued to occupy his premises to
the present time. I do also state that I am not in anywise concerned or benefited by
this or any other claim of the said James Bridger.

H. T.

CmLES.

Choctaw Nation, BlJ:
Henry T. Chiles personally appeared before the undersigned, a United States commissioner for and within the county and Territory aforesaid, who is personally known
to me, and who, being duly sworn, upon his oath says that the foregoing statement
is correct and true to the best of his knowledge and belief.
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 30th day of March, .A. D. 1880.
[BEAL.]
JSAREL W. STONE,
United State8 Cornmisaioner.
INDIAN TERRITORY,

{S. 880, Forty-eighth Congress, iirst session. Report No. 21.]
EXHIBIT

11.

A BILL for the relief of .James Bridger.

Be U enacted by the Senate and Houae Representatives of the United Statea of A.11w1·ica
in Congress assembled, That James Bridger be, and he is hereby, authorized to commence his uit in the Court of Claims again t the United States, at any time within
one y ar after the pa ag of this act, for the value of the improv ments by him
e! t cl and con tructed at ~ort Brid~er, it_uated in Green River County, in the Territory of tab, and appropnat d b tne Urut d t21tes to its own use; and the Court
of laim. hall have ,jnri di tion to hear and d t 1mine the said cfaim free from the
bar of the. tatut of limitation. · and aid claimani, and the United States shall have
th ri_ght t ~ ca yid n e . for~ aid cour any papers or documents in the War
eparti_n nt m r l:_it10n t :ucl 1mm, and an
th r competent te timony refative to
th
la1_rn ;_ ai!rl saICl onrt. lrnll r nd r juclgro nt in favor of said claimant for the
value of aid 1m1,tov ·ru nt a found by id court •

• . I 1· 2--_,
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EXHIBIT

12.*

[~enate Report No. 21, Forty-eighth Congress, first 11esslon.]

A bill id1mtical with this was favorably reported from the Committee on Claims of
the House of Representatives June 12, 1880. A similar bill was favorably reported
from this committee July 6, 1882.
The evidence in this case clearly establishes the following facts: About the year
1843 claimant located upon a tract of land situated in Green River County, now Utah
Territory, and commenced the erec~ion of_ a tr3'.ding ~ouse an~ other bu!ldings and
improvements. From the date of said locat10n said claimant resided at said post, and
eno-ao·ed in trade with the surrounding tribes of Indians, until in the fall of 1857, at
which last mentioned date the improvements oonstructed by said claimant at said
trading post consisted of thirteen spacious and substantial log-houses constructed out
of hewed timbers; the roofs and floors were of sawed boards, which were sawed out
with whipsawsi· the roofs were also covered with sod to renderthem:fire-proof. The
houses were so ocated as to form a hollow square in the center of an area of about
4,000 square feet, all of which was surrounded with a strong, solid stone wall, laid in
cement, about 18 feet high and 5 feet thick, with bastions at each corner. Outside of
said wall was a strong corral for stock, about 200 by 300 feet square, inclosed in like
manner by a stone wall laid in cement, about 10 feet high and 2t or 3 feet thick, together with six other outhouses. The testimony shows that these improvements
were erected by said claimant, and were used by him as his residence and as a trading post, and were called and known as Fort Bridger. In the year 1857 the Army of
Utah, commanded by General Albert S. Johnston, took possession of said premises on
behalf of the United States, under a written contract of lease executed by claimant,
of the one part, and Capt. JohnH. Dickerson, assistant quartermaster, United States
Army, on behalf of the United States, of the other part.
The material portions of said written contract, so far as the claim of said Bridger
is concerned, are as follows:
Said claimant leased to the United States for the term of ten years from the 18th
day of November, 1857, a tract of land consisting of 3,898 acres and 2 roods, situated
in Gre~n River County, Utah Territory, and particularly described in a plot attaclrnd
to said written contract and made a part thereof, upon which tract of land is situated
Fort Bridger. By the terms of said contract the United St'ates agreed to pay to claimant an' annual rent for the use of said premises of $600, the rent to commence as soon
as claimant esta bli hed his title to said tract of land to the satisfaction of the Quartermaster-General of the United States, or whenever the Attorney-General of the
United, tates should pronounce the title good. It was further agreed by the contractino- partie that the United States Government, through its agent, should have
the privilege at any time within the period of said lease of purchasing said tract of
land by paying claimant the sum of $10,000. It is also provided by the terms of said
contract that said lease might be terminated by the United States upon three months'
noti ce by the Quartermaster-General of the United States Army, or by his agent, to
claimant.
The nited States have continued to occupy said premises from the day of the date
of aid lease to the present time, and are now enlar(J'ing it with a view to its perman nt occupancy. The claimant has never establi~ed his title to the premises,
but on July 141 1859, less than two years after the date of saill contract, the President d Jared 1t a military reservation, and t hat the General Land Office had never
ri::cognizeu. any private claim in the vicjnity of Fort Bridger; and, further, should
any ·laims have exi. ted in that locality, urnler the tr aty of 1848 with Mexico, that
no 1 w xi t d for their adju tment. The testimony farther shows that the cost of
said impro m nts to aid claimant was about the um of $20,000.
'laimant b lieving hims lf entitled to be paid for the use aml occupation of Fort
Brid<Yer and the building connecteu. tber with, and for the value of said improvemen ~ad application to the War D partmcnt th refor, and wa informed by a
commum atiou from he ecretary of \Var, dateu. February 21, 1 78, that his failure
tabli h his title to the property in question previous to it b ing declared a military_ r · rvati n precluded the 'ecretary of War from recognizing his claim to ownr hip r rent.
I m y b , an re Uy appears to be, a hardship upon claimant that he hould
e ntir ly d prived of the improvement erected by him, and of compensation for
h ir_ n e ~y the nit
tat for a p riod of more than twenty years; yet th terlll8
of 1 writ n c ntract clearly pr elude him from a recover according to the forms
o~ law. Th vid •nc up n whi ·h thi r p rt is f, und cl con i t of numerous affida,..
Tt
• nd _omruuni atit
fr m the ar
partment, together with a certified copy
o b iY:n t n o tract.
• Exhibit 13 is a 1milar bill.
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Yonr committee believe that the ends of justice will be promoted by permitting

the claimant to assert his claim in a court of justice, where witnesses can be subjected
to cross-examination and the proper tests applied for the ascertainment of a just and
equitable determination.
.
Your committee therefore recommend that the accompanying bill, as amended, be
passed, permitting claimant to sue in the Court of Cla.ims for the am<>unt he believes
himself entitled to, free from the bar of the statutes of limitations, a,nd that his case
be heard by said court and judgment be given by the co1ut in favor of claimant for
the value of said improvements as found by the court.

EXHIBIT

14.

County of Jackson:
Personally appeared before me, George T. Purcell, a justice of the peace in and for
the county and State aforesaid, Joseph T. S. Wright, a person well known to me to be
respectable and entitled to foll credit and belief, and after being duly sworn testifies
as follo ws: My name is Jose-ph '1'. S. Wright; my age is fifty-three years; my post•
office address is Oak Grove, Jackson County, Mo. In the year 1857 I was a soldier
wit h Col. .A. S. Johnston. We started for Utah in the month of .August, 1857. I be·
longed to a battalion, four companies, commanded by Col. Barnett E. Bee. We
started from Fort Leavenworth. We were overtaken by Colonel Johnston about 100
miles east of the South Pass; we then all marched together; we arrived at :Fort
Bridger in November of the same year. The winter was so severe that when we got
to Fort Bridger that Colonel Johnston concluded to remain there during the winter;
we remained there until the next June, 1858. While we were there I understood from
the officers of the command, as well as Captain Bridger, that the officers, Colonel
Johnston and others, had leased the fort for ten years at $600 per annum, and that the
!)fficers agreed to pay Captain Bridger $10,000 f?r the fort and his _improvements,
if he could make a good title for the same. The unprovements consisted, as nearly
as I recollect, of some thirteen log houses, strong, and hewed of heavy logs, fortified
by a stone wall laid in cement, 18 feet high ::tnd 5 feet thick, inclosing an area of
~bout 4,000 square feet; also ·a strong corral 200 by 300 feet square, used for stock,
mclosed by a stone wall, also laid in cement, 10 feet high and 2t feet thick, with
other outhouses, all costing !1t l east an outlay of $20, 000, considering the price of
labor and the remote distance from the civilized world at the time it was built. I
was well acquainted with Cap t. James Bridger; he died in this county about six or
seven years ago. I further state that I have no interest in the prosecution of this
claim.
ST.ATE OF MISSOURI,

Jos. T.

s.

WRIGHT.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 17th day of May, 1886.
GEO. T. PURCELL,

Justice of the P eace, Blue Top, Jackson County, Mo.
County of Jackson, ss:
I, M. S. Burr, clerk of the county court of t he county and State aforesaid, the same
being a court of record, and having a seal, do hereby certify that George T. Purcell,
esq., before whom the annexed instrument was proven or acknowledged, was at the
date thereof a justice of the peace in and for said county, duly commissioned, qualified,
and authorized to fake acknowledgments and administer oaths, and I verily believe
the signature thereto to be genuine. I further certify that the said instrument is
duly executed according t o the laws of the State of Missouri.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said
court at Independence the 17th day of May, 1886.
[SEAL.]
M. S. Burm,
Clerk.
ST.ATE OF MISSOURI,

EXHIBIT

15.

County of Ja ckson:
Personally appeared beforeL. F. McCoy, clt\rk of the circuit conrf;_; .Yoseph C. Irwin,
well known to me to be re pectable and ntitled to full credit anCl belief, and after
being duly worn, t ifi as fi ll w :
fy nam i Jo P?- . Irwin· m a
i
v nty y ar ; I reside at Kan a City,
Mo.; my post-office 1B ansas ity., Ja k;:; n Coun y,Mo.; I have resided in thia
STATE OF MISSOURI,
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county for sixty years. I was a freighter a.cross the plains for many years; I was the
senior partner of the :firm of Irwin, Jackman & Co., for transporting Gov6rnment
l!lupplies to Utah and Mexico _and other po~nts west during the late. war an~ a private
freighter for many years prior to that time. I was well acquamted with James
Bridger, the founder and builder of Fort Bridger, on the road to Salt Lake, in the
Territory of Wyoming, and was with Col. A. S. Johnston's command in 1857, when his
army reached the fort above mentioned and where he went into winter quarters; Mr.
Bridg.er was with the command, employed as a guide. After Col. Johnston went
into winter quarters he leased the fort and all the buildings, consisting of a number
of strong houses built of hewn timbers, substantially built, which was inclosed and
fortified by a strong stone wall of great height and thickness, with bastion at each
corner, and was so built to protect the owner from the attacks of the Indians. T 1iere
was also a corral for stock, similarly inclosed with a stone wall; besides there were
several buildings and outhouses of same construction as those inside the fort, which
weTe occupied in former years by trappers and traders and other families, with splendid grazing grounds, with finest water and timber, and, considering the time and the
great distance from any settlement when they were built, they must have cost many
thousand dollars. I am well acquainted with the values of ranch property, and
know that such property would then and now be worth $25,000 or $30,000. But I
have no knowledge of what Colonel Johnston was to pay for the use of said property,
or how long he rented it for. I have no interest, direct or indirect, in the prosecution of this claim.
JOESPH C. IRWIN.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of July, A. D. 1887.
L. F. McCOY,
Clerk of the Ci1·cuit Court of Jacl,son County, Mo.

EXHIBIT

16.

[S. 4.80, Fiftieth Congress, first see~ion.]
A :BILL for the relief of .James l3ridger or his legal representatives.)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatit'es of the United States of Amm·ica
in Congress assernbled, That James Bridger, or his legal representatives, be, and he is
hereby, authorized to commence a suit in the Court of Claims against the United
States for the value of the improvements by him erected and constructed at Fort
Bridger (and the rent of said premises by the United States Army), situated in Green
River County, in the Territory of Utah, and appropriated by the United States to its
own use; and the Court of Claims shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine the
saic~ clai:D fr_ee from the.statute of limit_ations, and to adjudicate. the same upon the
ba. 1s of JU tice and equity, and render Judgment thereon; and said claimant and the
~nited ·tates shall have the right to use as evidence before said court any papers or
documents in the War Department in relation to said claim, and any other competent
t timony r lative to the claim; and said court shall render judgment in favor of said
claimant for the -value of aid improvements as found by said court, and from any
judgment that may be rendered in said cause either party thereto may appeal to the
upreme Court of the Tnited t ates: Provided, That such appeal shall be taken
within sixty days from the rendition of said judgment,

EXHIBIT

17.
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stone wall, laid in cement 18 feet high and 5 feet thick, with bastions at each corner.
Outside of said wall was a strong corral for stock, about 200 by 300feet square, inclosed
in like manner by a stone wall laid in cement, about 10 feet high and 2t or 3 feet
thick, together with six other outhouses." 'l'bese last affidavits showed that "these
improvements were called and known as Fort Bridger. In the year 1857 the army of
Utah, commanded by General Albert S. Johnston, took possession of said premises
on behalf of the United States under a written contract of lease executed by claimant of the one part and Capt. J obn H. Dickerson, assistant qua,r termaster, U. S. Army,
on behalf of the United States, of the other part."
This lease was for ten years from 18th of November, 1857, to include a tract of land,
3,898 acres, upon which Fort Bridger was situated.
In this instrument the Government was to pay clrimant an annual rental of $600.
It was agreed also that during the period of said lease the United States had the
privilege of purchasing said land for $10,000, as soon as title was established or acquired hy claimant, which latter was prevented by the President declaring it a military reservation, July 14, 1859. That he was further prevented from completing his
title because of the loss of his agreement with the governor of Chihuahua, Mexico,
who agreed tog-rant to him near 5,000 acres ofland in Green River country (inclnding the land wlrnre Fort•Bridger now standsJ, in conside ation of his planting his
colony at said ·point. The establishment of a military reservation over said lands
defeated any rights he might hav" under the treaty of 1848 with Mexico.
'l'he evidence further shows that these improvements cost claimant about $20,000,
and from the statement of the Commissioner of the General Land Office could not
acquire title because there w:;i,s no way to do so at that date; the Territorial organization was no-t then effected and no facilities existed for the survey of this la,ncl, and
hence no possible way for claimant to perfect his title for the various reason!!! above
enumerated.
CHAS. M. CARTER,
.Attorney for claimant, 1·oom 651 Corooran Building, City.

EXHIBIT
IN THE

18.

MATTER OF THE CLAIM OF JAMES BRIDGER.

Honorable COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS,
United States Senate :
Under the auspices of the governor of Chihuahua, in 1843, before the Mexican war,
Ca1)t. James Bridger was induced under a a promise by the Government of a, large
grant of land to establish a colony in Green River country, Utah, then Mexican territory, which h e did at great expense, and erected Fort Bridger for protection against
Indians, at a cost of over $20,000.
Under the Spauish rule he was to plant said colony and retain possession of the
country for a term of yenrs before h e was to receive the title to that grm1t.
1'he Mcxican war entirely changed his plans, as under the treaty of 2d February,
1848, his possessions became a part of the United States territory. He then felt easy,
as lie was protected in all his possessory rights by treaty, and as it was generally understood that the protective policy of the United States ( which protected the persons
and property of the Spanish and :French subjects in the acquisition of 1<.,lori<la and
Louisiana) would be also extended over all who came under our flag from Iv.fexico.
In tlii belief he re tea. contented, as he believed himself under the mo.st liberal and
just Government, on earth. By treaty he became an American citizen without ,loing
a tl1ing on bi part. Continuing on in possession of his property, the possession was
guarantied to him by said treaty, until, shortly after peace was declared, the Mcmuon
troubles broke out, wheJJ his relations were again disturbed by the U. S. Army quartering in bis fort in 1857.
Being an illiterate man (as will be seen from making his mark to the lease), these
intelligent army ofticers in rr niously worded the lease of his property to suit alo11 the
intere t of the Government, and got possession of a property in which he ha<l put
his earnin rr of a lifetime-bi all on earth. Two years after this possession b.r the
.Anny, the Pre id nt in violation of the sacred treaty stipul:.ttion , as will be een
hereafter de Jared it a militaryr servation thus defeating all effort to complete his
title, cornmen cl under th Spani h law and to be complet d under our .
'l'liis ruine<L him mpl •tely · i wa his .financial death-blow, from which hen ver
aftcrwar,l r cornr d. I e rlied di h :utenf'cl leaving a cle. titnte family, at th lack
of good faith on the part of th
nit cl tat
ov mment.
'lhe fa ·t tha th , vnum n offi,· r l a eel this pr perty in que tion at ~:6()0 pf'r
y ar and Wt'!' t pay ·1 ,
for ·t if th
pnr ha ed, show that itwa · r g-anlc\d a
very , alu~.L,lo auu of gr at u e
th Army. 'Ihe trong and well-built touo , all,
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well laid in cement was 18 feet hi('f'h and 5 feet thick around an area of 100 feet
square, and was pr~nounced the str~n,o-est for~ of the kin~ in the West.. The ~ransportation of the cement, some thousands of miles over a wild country, with wlnch to
construct that cemented stone structure, cost alone several thousand dollars. The
construction of this fort-the wall alone-in the wildernes$, where material was so
costly and so inaccessible, would be reasonably worth, from builders' estimates,
$18,000.

As a former citizen of Mexico he is entitled to have his rights respected and protected by treaty of 2d February, 184:8. This treaty, among other things, declares
(Art. VIII) that "property of every kind now belonging to Mexicans not established
there (in United States) shall be inviolably respected. The present owners, the
heirs of those, and all Mexicans who may hereafter acquire said property by contract
shall enjoy with it g~aranty equally ample as if th~ same belonged to citizens of ~he
United States." Article IX declares that the Mexicans who * * * shall be rncorporated into the Union of the United States" shall "be admitted * * "· fo the
enjoyment of all the rights of citizens of the United States according to the principles
of the Constitution, and in the meantime shall be maintained and protected in the
free enjoyment of their liberty and property."
It was further stipulated that "all persons whose occup&tions are for the common
subsistence and benefit of mankind shall be allowed to continue their respective employments, " * * nor shall their houses or goods be burned or otherwise destroyed,
nor their cattle taken nor their fields wasted; * * * but if the necessity arises to
take anything from tbem for the use ef such armed force, the same shall be paid for
at an equitable price." And that these treaty stipulations (Article xxn) "are to be
a51 sacredly observeu as the most acknowledged obligations under the laws of nature
or of nations."
We ask, for the protection of the sacred rights of this Mexican subject, that the
provisions of this treaty "be sacredly observed."
Under the laws of Mexico, and under its sanction and protection, he erected this
fort and planted this colony, and had Mexico retained possession of the country his
agreement with that Republic would have been carried out, and he to-day would be
possessed of 3,898 acres of land. But by treaty he was made a citizen of the United
States, and it is expected that the provisions of the treaty will be carried out if claimant so desires it.
"According to the modern law of war, the conquering state acquires the sovereign
and absolute power over the conquered state, but it can not, in anywise, dispose of
the private rights of the conquered subjects." (Lawrence's Wheaton Int. Law, 683,
note 207.)
Grotius says that "by the consenting testimony of all ages and nations, good faith
ou o-ht to be observed towards the enemy."
Bynkershoek holds that every other sort of fraud may be practiced toward him,
but he "prohibits perfidy." "I allow of any kind of deceit," said he, "perfidy alone
excepted; not becau e anything is unlawful a,g ainst an euemy, but because when
our faith has been plighted to him so far as the promise extends he ceases to be an
enemy." (Wheaton's Int. Law, 685, and other authorities.)
The faith of this Government is pledged to protect this conquered subject in all of
his rights. .All law writers are overwhelmiugly in support of this treaty obligation.
"The Constitution declares a treaty to be the law of the land." (Marshall, C. J., 2
Pet rs, 314:.)
In conclu ion, under the sacred provisions of that treaty this Government is not
only pledged, but bound, to restore to James Brid~er and his heirs whatever posses ory rights he had under the Spani b. laws, to wit: A patent to that 3,898 acres of
lancl where Fort Bridger now stands, which was taken from him in violation of all
tr aty provi ions, th highest law we have. To fail to do so, according to th highest
law writer on int rnati nal law, the nation would be guilty of'' perfidy." This land
w to have be n granted to him by Mexico, ancl under the provisions of the treaty
thi ov rnment · bound to i ue a. patent to this grant or pay the value thereof.
(Art. IX.) There can be no oth r construction.
But claimant i mod rate in his demands, and only asks to have the privilege of
suing in the court i r p rhaps one-tenth of his legitimate rights under that treaty.
Re pectfully ubmitted.
C. M. CARTER,
Attorney for Claimant.
T TE.-Hon. T. P. Ochiltree, to wh m this case was referred last session, lost all
th p p r th rein and can n t now be found. Upon the e proofs three favorable
r P
w. r ma e and the bill pas ed the House twice and Senate once, but not the
n
1 n. If n
non h evidence efore th committe upon which to base a
fav rabl r p r pl
don t report until we have time to file other evidence, which
m:Ly be di cul to obtain.
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Coimty of Jackson, 88:
Daniel M. Ross, being duly sworn, says that he was well acquainted with James
Bridger at his fort bearing his (Bridger's) name in 18:37, when the Utah army took
possession of said fort; that the said Fort Bridger consisted of thirteen log houses
built and located so as to form a hollow square in the center of an area of about 4,000
feet square, all of which was surrounded with a strong, solid, stone wall, laid in
cement, about 18 feet high and 5 feet thick, with bastions at each corner. Outside
said wall was a strong corral for sto ck about 200 by 300 feet square, and inclosed in
like manner by a strong stone wall, laid in cement, about 10 feet high and about 2½
or 3 feet thick. Ther e were also other outhouses.
Some of the houses were destroyed by the Mormons, but the walls were in good
condition when the said army took possession of them.
The cement used in said walls was very expensive in that remote Territory, as it
h ad to be transported an enormous distance, and likewise the large quantity of stone.
Skilled la bor commanded high wages, and said_walls must have cost, and were worth
when taken by the said army, at least $30,000.
DANIEL M. Ross.
Witness to signature:
JAMES H. O'BRIEN.
STATE OF MISSOURI,

C01inty of Jackson, 88:
On December 7, 1888, personally appeared before me, Henry P. Scot-b, a notary public in and for the said county and State, Daniel M. Ross, who subscribed his name and
made oath to the foregoing statement; and I further certify that said Daniel M. Ross
is a w orthy citizen and is entitled to credit. Witness my hand and notarial seal,
[SEAL.]
HENRY P. SCOTT,
Notary Public,
My commission expires July 9, 1892.
STATE OF MISSOURI,

EXHIBIT

20.

W.ASHINGTON, D. c., January 12, 1889.
SIR: In answer to yours of the 11th instant I have to say that it is impossible for
me to obtain more definite evidence than that on file relative to the cost of con~truction of Fort Bridger and its value at the time the tr. S. Army took possession
m 1857, for the reason that since this claim has bee:::i pending before Congress Capt.
James Bridger and nearly all of his witnesses have died.
I remain yours, respectfully,
c. M. CARTER.
General B. C. CARD,
Deputy Quartermaster-General, U. S. Army.

This report was transmitted to the president pro tempore of the United
States Senate by William C. Endicott, Secretary of War, on January
24, 1889, accompanied by the following communication:
WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington City, January 24, 1889.
SIR : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Senate resolution of Septem:i>er 14, 1888, directing an investigation of t h e claim of James Bridger for value of
IIDprovements said to have been constructed by him at Fort Bridger, and for rent of
property for use of troops in 1857.
In reply I beg to invite attention to the inclosed r eport, of the 16th instant, ancl
accompanying papers, from the Quartermaster-General, showing the result of his inve tigation of the above-mentioned claim. I concur in his recommendation that au
allowance of $6,000 be made for the improvements, but that n o sum be allowed for
rental of the land, because the claimant did not own or have any title to t he land, and
because rent was promised only when his title to it was established.
All the evidence an papers in the case are transmitted herewith.
Very r pectfully,
WILLIAM C. ENDICOTT,
Secretarv of War.
The PRESIDE~ pro tempore UNITED T TES Slli"'fATE,
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JAMES BRIDGER.

In view of the foregoing your committee recommend the payment of
said sum of $6,000, a,s stated in the bill.
Your committee recommend, however, the followh1g amendments:
Strike out the following words in lines 4 and 5 of the bill, "James
Bridger or his legal representatives," and insert in lieu thereof the
words, "the heirs of James Bridger, deceased."
Your committee also recommend that the title of the bill be changed
so as to read as follows: "A bill for the relief of the heirs of James
Brirlger, deceased," and, as so amended~ recommend the passage of the
l>ill.
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